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COMMENTS OJ!
THE FLORIDA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION

These comments are submitted in response to the Commission's Proposed Rule

Making in the above captioned proceedings.

I. INTRODUCTION

The Florida Forestry Association is the trade organization representing the forest
products industry in this State. Our member companies are uniformly opposed to the

proposed FCC ruling, Part 90 which would replace Part 88.

Many ofour companies currently have large amounts of capital invested in radio

systems which are absolutely essential for communication between employees. Most

of these individuals routinely work by themselves in remote areas and therefore
depend on reliable radio contact in the event of accidents, wildlife or other emergency

situations. It is our beliefthat the FCC proposed rule making will seriously degrade

existing communication systems of the forest products companies and interfere with
their effort to protect and safeguard employees.

II. COMMENTS

We believe the individual private radio services, and especially the Forest Products

Radio Service, has operated in the best interests of the US ec.onomy and the FCC. 1 l
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Privately owned and operated shared systems are more flexible and efficient than
public communication-8MB type systems. Channel loading on SMR's are in the
neighborhood of70 units per channel, typically there are often 150-250 mobile units

on each private radio service frequency through careful frequency coordination. To
say they are "inefficient" flies in the face of reality. Private radio service systems are
more efficient and flexible, therefore, they should be retained. Especially the Forest
Products Radio Service.

We are totally opposed to the HAAT/power limits proposed in this preceding. The
tradeoffs are too expensive, requiring the purchase of up to six additional base or
repeater stations to replace coverage ofan existing station. In many, many
situations in Northern California, the Pacific Northwest, Northeast and Atlantic
states there are not sites to accommodate the additional stations required. We
support the LMCC's proposal for power/elevation limits.

Exclusive Use Overlay (EUO's) could also be highly detrimental as proposed. Much
more flexibility is needed to make EUO's ofbenefit. We support the FIT, MRFAC,
ATA proposal for EUO's.

We recommend that, the existing radio services be retained; the HAAT/power
limitations of5 watts at the 600' elevation be set aside and LMCC's proposal be
adopted; EUO's not be implemented 8S proposed in Part 88 and that the 450 MHz
band be split to 12.5 kHz high power channels with a specia1low power channel
allocations and the VHF channels (150-175 MHz) be split to 6.25 kHz on the
following schedule:

• 6.25 kHz channels be available on a secondary basis immediately upon the
effective date of the Rules;

• Current systems be protected from interference for 5 years from the effective
date of the New Rules;

• 5 years after the effective date all new systems licensed must meet new
narrow band 6.25 kHz standards with continued protection to existing
systems; and,
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• 10 years after the effective date of the Rules, no protection would be offered to

existing wide band systems but licensees operating wide band systems be

grandfathered until such time they are required to change due to interference

to narrow band systems.

Respectfully submitted by:
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Wm. Carroll Lamb, CAE
Florida Forestry Association
Post Office Box 1696
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1696


